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Research 
 
 

  Re-imagine 
 

      Rent! 



Volunteer Leadership Summit 

aka, distinctlyDrake launch 
 

The Charge: 
 

 Gather the alumni, friends, constituents, faculty, staff and 

community to announce $200 million campaign launch 
 

 

 Keep it a well guarded secret (from just about everyone 

not in our office) 
 



The Challenges: 
 

 Come up with innovative idea to look good in 

person as well as in media 
 

 Coordinate a ribbon cutting, dedication, and 

lunch after the announcement across campus 
 

 Relocate student dining during ribbon cutting 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Do it all in THREE months!! 



Research 
 

 Inspiration is everywhere 
 Hotel lobbies 

 TV 

 Corporate Events 

 Weddings 

 

 AEP information  

 

 Special Events Magazine back issues 

 

 Google 

 

 

 



 

 Found great idea  

 

 

 Had to convince bosses that it was a great idea 

 

 

 Great idea had a great big price tag 

 

 

 GREAT… now what? 



Reimagine 
 

 Contacted decorators with idea 

 They found someone that could modify idea and 
manufacture locally. 

 Saving lots of time and money. 

 

 

 Contracted lighting company 

 Worked with them to get desired effects 

 





Questions? 
 How could this work on my budget? 

 

 How could this translate to a smaller stage? 

 38’ x 20’ 

 

 What dimensions would be needed? 

Diameters from 18” – 45” 

Heights from 6’ to 16’   

 

 



From thought to… 



Layout to… 
 



Planning… 





Light concerns 



 Worked with M&C regarding script and video 
 Alternated between live and video presenters 

 Presenters would enter from behind the columns 

 Borrowed these from Academy Awards 

 



 Designed use of campaign colors and words to 
welcome guests 

 Borrowed this idea from  corporate events and their 
branding 

 



Color Coded Name Tags 



Campaign Affinity Words 



 

 Contracted  local news photo journalist to film event 
for later use. 

 Borrowed him from wedding work 

 

 M&C contact local media (TV and print) to cover 
event.   

 They were given a different start time so that they wouldn’t 
blow the cover. 



Signs for Summit $17.74 Purchased 

Stage Décor $11,357.50 Rental 

Custom curtains $540.00 Purchased 

Freight to del and p-up 
columns 

$179.61 Rental 

Audio and Lighting $5141.25 Rental 

Golf Carts $405.00 Rental 

Decals for walls $657.32 Purchased 

Videography $1,050.00 Purchased 

Printing $359.00 Purchased 

Photography $745.00 Purchased 

Video Production $9,184.90 Purchased 

Name Badges $515.00 Puchased 

Tent Rental for Students $8,241.18 Rental   80 x 90 tent 90 tables and 

720 chairs 

Storage Bins for Supplies $79.18 Purchased 

Misc. Supplies $179.66 Purchased 

TOTAL $38,652.34 



Reused Items 
Custom curtains – have been used in two venues on campus 

Chair covers – have been used in three venues on campus 

Wall Decals – looked so good that they have left them up during the 

campaign 

Columns – have been used for another university nearby and for other 

galas and special events in the area 

Video – are still getting requests for copies 

Storage Tubs – used for storage in office 



Questions? 


